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it was first given with an ease and readiness which the
Western nations cannot emulate. Christ's constitution was
not a new invention, but a crowning development of that
which had existed in Palestine since the race of Israel had
lived there. For centuries the Jews had been accustomed
to receive truth by authoritative proclamation from the
mouth of a prophet. How the truth came to the prophet
he himself knew not; the only account he could give of
the matter was that it was put into his mouth by the
Invisible King of the Theocracy, and that he knew it to
be truth. And those who listened put the proclamation
to no rigid test. They watched the prophet to see if he
were honest, and if his proclamation shook their hearts
and stirred their blood and seemed to bring them into the
presence of the Invisible King, they then felt sure of its
truth and safe in following it. Now of these prophets
Christ was distinctly one, the greatest of all. He had the
same intuitive certainty, for which he gave no reason, yet
which no one could attribute to mere self-confidence, the
same tone of unbounded authority assumed in the name
of God, the same power of subduing the heart and arousing
the conscience. Therefore those who heard him found
something familiar in his style. It reminded them of all
that they were most accustomed to venerate, of Moses,
Isaiah, Ezra,- and they seemed to fall into their natural
places when they sat at his feet and treasured up his words
as oracles of truth.

Now this mode of communicating and receiving truth
is not indeed repugnant to the Western nations. From
the time of Pythagoras and Heraclitus to the time of
Carlyle and Mazzini, men have arisen at intervals in the
West who have seemed to themselves to discover truth.